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SECRET LIBREVILLE 1938 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OAU, GB, PORG 

SUB J : PRE-OAU SUMMIT CONSULTATIONS 

REF: STATE 171696 

1 . DURING CALL ON PRES. BONGO FOR ANOTHER PURPOSE JULY 13. 

IN ENQUIRED PER PARA 7 REFTEL WHETHER HE MIGHT HAVE SOME 
THOUGHTS FOR US RE HOW WE MIGHT SUPPORT AFRICAN INITIA- 
TIVES TOWARD RESOLVING CONFLICTS ON CONTINENT, AND, NOW 
THAT HE WAS ENDING HIS TERM, WHETHER HE HAD ANY PARTICULAR 
REFLECTIONS ON OAU'S PERFORMANCE DURING PAST YEAR, NOTING 
IN PARTICULAR PRES. NUMAYRI'S REMARKS RE STRENGTHENING 
OAU STRUCTURE DURING HIS OPENING ADDRESS AT KHARTOUM 
(KHARTOUM 3018). 

2. BONGO, WHO WAS SUFFERING FROM HARD COLD AND WAS 
OBVIOUSLY TIRED, LACKED HIS USUAL ZEST AND VOLUBILITY 

IN REPLYING. NONETHELESS, ON FIRST POINT, HE DWELT AT SOME 
LENGTH ON HIS FAVORITE TOPIC OF SOVIET MENANCE IN AFRICA, 

SAYING THAT ONE COULD FIND FINE HAND OF SOVIETS IN ALL 
AFRICA'S TROUBLE SPOTS. AFRICA'S DIVISIONS, HOWEVER, MADE 
IT DIFFICULT FOR OAU TO COPE WITH THIS KIND OF PROBLEM. 

YET AS CONSEQUENCE OF SOVIET ROLE, USG'S FRIENDS IN 
AFRICA NEEDED HELP (OBVIOUSLY IN SECURITY FIELD). TACITLY 
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AGREEING THAT USG SHOULD NOT BECOME INVOLVED DIRECTLY IN 
AFRICAN MATTERS, HE NONETHELESS THOUGHT USG SHOULD FIND 
WAYS TO HELP AFRICAN FRIENDS INDICRECTLY, E.G., THROUGH 
OTHER COUNTRIES. ONE DIFFICULTY, HOWEVER, WAS THAT HE 
COULD NOT ALWAYS TELL WHO WAS SPEAKING FOR USG, WHETHER 
SECRETARY VANCE, AMB. YOUNG OR BRZEZINSKI. (I 
ASSURED HIM PRESIDENT WAS.) HE THEN QUICKLY MOVED AWAY 
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FROM SUBJECT TO SAY THAT USG SHOULD ALSO CONCENTRATE ON 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TOAFRICA, WITHOUT SPECIFYING WHAT 
AFRICANS HE HAD IN MIND. 

3. IN RESPONSE MY SECOND INQUIRY, HE AGAIN PICKED UP 
THEME OF SOVIET PRESENCE. HE THEN LAMENTED FACT THAT OAU 
SECGEN WAS HAMPERED IN WHAT HE COULD DO BY 
CHARTER WHICH WAS DRAWN UP IN DIFFERENT PERIOD, AND 
IMPLIED STRONGLY THAT NUMAYRI'S SUGGESTIONS WERE DRAWN 
FROM SUGGESTIONS MADE TO HIM BY SECGEN ETEKI, WHICH IN 
TURN HAD COME PARTLY FROM HIM, BONGO. HE FEARED THAT 
HERE, TOO, AFRICA'S DIVISIONS WOULD BLOCK ANY REAL REFORM 
THIS YEAR, AS THEY ALMOST CERTAINLY WOULD DO TO ANY 
SUGGESTION OF A PAN-AFRICAN FORCE, BUT THAT HE THOUGHT 
NONETHELESS SOMETHING ON STRUCTURAL SIDE MIGHT COME OUT 
OF KHAROUTOUM WHICH COULD BE BUILT UPON DURING COMING 
YEAR. REAL PROGRESS MIGHT THEN BE POSSIBLE NEXT YEAR 
AT MONRO VIA.TIENKEN 
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